
>\ (b) identifying whether thej^cbont^^ information satisTieT 

C-C^V- A predetermined^^ to determine whether the storage unit is normal or whether the 

jtorggp Mfflt-TTTnot normal if the read-out pie se ofdeclsion informati on hau hnen i\w \ u\ y & r^ 




\ 



-y; (unce Amended) A meth od ill accuidaiictrvvith claim 2, the^thod^tlrlE ^ 
comprising the step of: 

(c) providing a display represeptklgThat the storage unit is not normal, when the step 
(b) determines that the storagellnit is not normal. 

4. (Once Anfended) A method in accordance with claim 2, the method further 
comprising^Ke step of: 

(d) discontinuing a printing operation of the printer, when the step (b) determined that 
Jh^ST ora g e untrrs-fK^qormaL 




fan 



~*6. (unce Amende d) A meihud of deluiuiiiing whether a storage unit incli 
ink cartridge is normal, wherein the ink cartridge is configured^vb€^etachably attached to a 
printer, the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) reading a piece of decision infcprfiation that has been registered in advance in a 
<^^^^) predetermined format, from the stopdge unit; and 

(b) identifying wheti*€r the read-out piece of decision information satisfies the 
predetermined format^o as to determine whether the storage unit is normal, 

wherein tiie step (b) determines that the storage unit is not normal in the case where 
the read-out^iece of decision information does not satisfy the predetermined format, wherein 
the step ffc) uses a piece of information relating to a month of manufacture of the ink 
cartridge as the piece of decision information, wherein the piece of information relating to)he 

._fey_adata length of fourbi 



d the 



OTTfToTmanufacture of the ink cartridge is 
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t;tep (b) aetermines that the storage unit is not normal in tne case where aiiJtlie-tonf bits have - 
an identical digit, that is, either one of f 0' and T. 

7, (Once Amended) A method ip^Ccordance with claim 6, the method further 
comprising the step of: 

(c) providing ^display representing that the storage unit is not normal, when the step 
(b) determines^tfat the storage unit is not normal. 

8/fOnce Amended) A method in accordance with claim 6, the method further 
comprising the step of: 

(d) discontinuing a printing operation^ the printer, when the step (b) determines that 




v 



— U) (OlU'.ft Attiftn^Kl) A jii ii^r, tn whirh an ink r^ffrid ge havir 

detachably attached, the printer comprising: 

a reading unit reading a piece o£-d€cision information, wherein the piece of 
information has been regisjerga in advance in a predetermined format, from the storage unit; 
and 

a decision unit identifying whether the read-out piece of decision information satisfies 
the predetermined format, so as to determine whether the storage unit is normal or whether 
the storage unit is not normal if the read-out piece of decision information has been 
f^stroyed ^ — — — 




16. (Once Amended) A printer, to which an ink^^tndg^iiajia ng a siorage - ttn -i Us - 
detachably attached, the prjriter^omprising: 

unit reading a piece of decision information, wherein the piece of 
information has been registered in advance in a predetermined format, from the storage unit; 
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« a ' decisiun uili L I den tirying whether the read-out piece or decision intonTmi^nnj^ ys^^ 
the predetermined format, so as to determine whether or not^herstorage unit is normal, 

wherein the decision unit determinesJhaTthe storage unit is not normal in the case 
where the read-out piece of deci^ieffinformation does not satisfy the predetermined format, 
wherein the piece of decision information is a piece of information relating to a month of 
manufacture ofjHe ink cartridge, wherein the piece of information relating to the month of 
manufacture of the ink cartridge is expressed by a data length of four bits, and the decision 
unit determines that the storage unit is not normaHnrthe case where all the four bits have an 
Sntical digit, thaflsTeither one of^U' and 




-^4r- (Oncc Amended) A comput er re adable reco r ding medium, on w T hich a specific 
computer program is recorded, the specific computer program being used^odetermine 
whether a storage unit is normal, wherein the storage unites-included in an ink cartridge that 
is detachably attached to a printer, the specific epirfputer program comprising: 

a program code that causes a completer to read a piece of decision information, 
wherein the piece of decision information has been registered in advance in a predetermined 
format, from the storage unrt^ 

a program code^tnat causes the computer to identify whether the read-out piece of 
decision information satisfies the predetermined format; and 

a program code that causes the computer to determine that the storage unit is not 
normal in the case where the read-out piece of decision information does not satisfy the 
predetermined format if the read-out piece of decision information has been destroyed. 

22. (Once Amended) A method of determining whether a readable and writable 
stooge unit is normal, wherein the readable and writable storage unit is inpkfded in an ink 
Ige that is detachably attached to a prnTterrthe ^ethod -eorn^ising the steps of: 
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re a ding a piec e o f i l l usion informatiofljxom-ffle^brage unit; %fiSr~- 
determining \vhetheTthe storage unit is normal, based on the read-out piece of 
decision ipftfrmation, or whether the storage unit is not normal if the read-out piece of 



de^rornnformation has been destroy ed. 



Please add the following new claim: 




*9?i— f Mpw) A printer J tn whirh qn ink rartHHge having a storage unit is Hetar^V 
attached, the printer comprising: 

a reading unit reading a piece of decision information, wherein the piece of 
information has been registered in advance in ^^redetermined format, from the storage unit; 
and 

a decision unit identifying^hether the read-out piece of decision information satisfies 
the predetermined format, so as to determine whether or not the storage unit is normal, 

wherein the decision unit determines that the storage unit is normal in the case where 
the read-out piec^of decision information satisfies the predetermined format, wherein the 
piece of decisfon information is a piece of information relating to a month of manufacture of 
the ink cartridge, wherein the piece of information relating to the month of manufacture of 
the inkycartridge is expressed by a data length of four bits, and the decision unit determines 
that trie storage unit is not normal in theptfse where all the four bits have an identical digit, 



that is, either one of '0' and '1'. 
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